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SELECTMEN'S MEETING     January 7, 2010  
@Memorial Library Community Room    7:00p.m. 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order at 7:04p.m. by 
First Selectman Michael Freda.  Also present were, Timothy M. Doheny, Second 
Selectman and Stephen A. Fontana, Third Selectman. 
 
Mr. Freda introduced Selectmen Doheny and Fontana and wished everyone a 
happy and healthy New Year.  
 
At this time, Mr. Freda asked if there were any public comments relative to the 
agenda. 
 
Gary Amato, 27 Pool Road, requested that the Selectman’s Overview of the meeting 
using a PowerPoint presentation be viewed after the second public comment for 
people who are older or not feeling well, and he feels it takes up a lot of time during 
the meeting. Although he feels it is good that Mr. Freda do the presentation, he 
feels if it was presented later in the meeting it would still provide people the ability 
to see it on TV and also the people who choose to stay at the end of the meeting 
may do so. Mr. Amato does feel it is of interest, but thinks it would be better for all 
if it was presented at the end. 
 
Mr. Freda stated that he hoped that the information presented was of great 
interest. He asked the attendees, by a show of hands, to vote as to keep the 
Selectman’s Overview in the beginning of the agenda or move it to the end. The 
majority voted to keep the presentation as is, at the beginning. Mr. Freda advised 
Mr. Amato that he would take his suggestion under advisement. 
 
 
Mr. Freda proceeded with the second item on the agenda, the approval of the 
minutes of the regular Selectmen’s Meeting of December 14th. . Mr. Freda stated 
that prior to moving to approve the minutes he wished to state two items. Mr. 
Gerald Feinberg sent him an email and asked for a change to the meeting minutes, 
he advised that we have made that adjustment and that will be included.  Also, he 
noted that shortly before the meeting it came to his attention that Mr. Leiserson 
presented the Board with proposed changes to the minutes that were published. 
The Board had not had the opportunity to review the changes submitted by Mr. 
Leiserson and Mr. Freda asked that the motion of approving the minutes be tabled 
until such time that the changes and adjustments can be reviewed. Agreed by both 
Mr. Doheny and Mr. Fontana. 
 
 
 
 



Selectman’s Overview: 
 
Mr. Freda proceeded with the presentation of the Selectman’s Overview. He advised 
that the purpose of the 15-minute overview is to provide highlights of some of the 
significant issues that have transpired over the past 30 days since the previous 
Board of Selectmen’s meeting on December 14th. He then noted that he would be 
happy to answer any questions during the public comment portion of the meeting.  
 

1. Debt Restructure: 
Mr. Freda then began with the first item on his presentation, noting that at the 
December 14th Meeting we talked about looking at how to restructure our debt 
in the Town of North Haven. We have been looking to see what we could 
refinance in terms of some of the bonds that we have. He advised that there is a 
resolution on the agenda for the board to vote to engage in this process. He 
explained that the opportunity does exist for us to refinance some of our debt 
and could save us about $30,000 a year over a thirteen (13) year period. These 
are some rough numbers, but would represent about $390,000. 

 
Mr. Freda went on to explain that it appears as though the total debt structure 
on the books for North Haven is approximately $61 million. When we look at 
these bonds and notes it appears that about $5.2 million are callable, which 
means that we can renegotiate about $5.2 million dollars, these are rough 
numbers. There is another $8 million dollars worth of bonds on the books that 
we can also renegotiate, however, when we look at the cost to renegotiate those 
$8 million dollars, it doesn’t make any sense. We are going to look to move 
forward with a plan to renegotiate $5.2 million dollars worth of our debt 
structure and that should save us about $30,000 a year over thirteen (13) 
years. What we are trying to do here in North Haven is look at cost reductions 
behind the scenes, which Mr. Freda refers to as soft savings, which do not affect 
the level services to the residents of the Town of North Haven, and can be put 
back to the bottom line. Mr. Freda advised there will be a Resolution here this 
evening to move forward with that. 

 
2. Personnel: 
Regarding personnel, Mr. Freda asked to join him in congratulating Mr. Ed 
Swinkoski who was promoted to Mike Betz’ position as Director of Finance for 
the Town of North Haven. He advised there would not be a replacement for the 
Controller position, which will generate a cost saving of approximately $90,000 
- $100,000 back to the Town. Mr. Freda stated that he has a great deal of 
confidence in Mr. Swinkoski and he has demonstrated that over the past 30 
days while he has been in office, that he can definitely do the job and over the 
course of the next 45 days we will be giving Ed some other goals and objectives 
to achieve. Mr. Freda repeated that he has a great deal of confidence in Mr. 
Swinkoski and has enjoyed working with him over the past month.  

 
In terms of staffing in the Selectman’s office, Mr. Freda introduced Ms. Valerie 
Goodkin, a North Haven resident who started this week on the job. She worked 
for 16 years for National Eyecare Consulting Company located in Hamden, CT 
and ran all the office operations for that company. Mr. Freda went on to say 
that she is very proficient in all the technological aspects of what we are looking 
to have done; Word, PowerPoint Excel and had a great deal of experience 



working with the CEO of that company helping him develop PowerPoint 
presentations and national speaking engagements.  
 
Mr. Freda noted that one of the things that Valerie brings is a tremendous 
amount of customer service. She is great with the public. One of the things Mr. 
Freda would like to do in North Haven is create more of a professional image 
and treat every citizen with a great deal of respect. He noted that it’s been a 
pleasure to work with Valerie this past week.  
 
Mr. Freda stated that the second position had over 40 applicants and the final 
round of interviews will be done next week. That second position has been 
downgraded, since Mr. Freda does not see a need to have two supervisory 
positions, and that will also save the Town some money.  

 
3.Economic Development: 
Mr. Freda stated that he has met with Mickey Rabina, and a concrete prefab 
construction company. They went on a plant tour and met with the CEO. There 
is negotiation taking place now to either buy the land or create some type of 
joint venture. This is not a final destination, but still in discussion.  
 
Mr. Freda stated that he has also had meetings with a commercial real estate 
agency in town and looking to see if there are any opportunities to acquire land 
or rent space to help populate some of the vacancies we have here in North 
Haven.  There are several parcels of land that have been looked at and they 
range between 5 – 13 acres and is another emerging opportunity.  
 
4.Grand List Members: 
Mr. Freda stated that he had a good meeting with Anthem Blue Cross, Dave 
Fusco, their CEO and Jim Auger. The future for Anthem Blue Cross is still in a 
conversion stage with Quinnipiac coming more into North Haven. 
 
Mr. Freda also stated that he met with the CEO of The Connecticut Container 
Company to learn more about their business model. The objective is to have the 
First Selectman of North Haven start developing relationships with the Town 
grand list members. 
 
Mr. Freda also met with F&F Mechanical, and with the Wharton Brook 
Industrial Group which represents a number of business in that business park, 
and, has a meeting scheduled for January 19th. 
 
Also met with two commercial real estate agencies, and has asked for a list of 
their vacant buildings with the objective of working collaboratively with them to 
show their buildings and present North Haven. 
 
4. United States Postal Service: 
 
Mr. Freda noted that we have two postal representatives present. He reported at 
the last meeting that he has previously met with the Postal Service to discuss 
moving the post office from its current location on Washington Avenue. He 
stated that Mr. Joseph Mulvey, a Real Estate Specialist with the Post Office and 
Cathy, the Postmaster, would be speaking later in the meeting to discuss ideas 



on what to do with regard to the post office. 
 
5. Legal Overview: 
Mr. Freda then addressed the legal issues and advised that the open cases are 
being turned over to our new town attorney, Ryan & Ryan. He noted that the 
objective for this administration for next fiscal year is to stay within the legal 
budget, which is approximately $200,000 a year. 

 
6. Insurance Rebate/Debt Reduction: 
Mr. Freda stated that in terms of the deficit that the town is working on, right 
now the total number is $1,446,000 for the back half of this year. He went on to 
share some good news that he has been working with a previous insurance 
carrier, who three or four years ago when the town used The Hartford, there 
was a claims analysis done in arrears. This means that he is anticipating a 
significant rebate, and when it is received it will be applied against the deficit. 
He provided some rough numbers indicating that the rebate could be anywhere 
from $500,000 - $600,000, and if we do in fact get that, it would be immediately 
be applied back to the deficit. Mr. Freda felt that in better times it may have 
been nice to put the money into a surplus fund or town savings account, but he 
sees this as the taxpayer’s money and it will be applied to the $1,466,000 
deficit.  

 
7.CIRMA: 
Mr. Freda advised that he spent time with CIRMA this past week and he sees 
possible cost savings in the future. If we look at our premium with CIRMA, 
which now we are in the third year of a three year term with them, technically 
this will have to go out to bid sometime this year, but in the interim what we 
are looking at is combing all the different insurances we have with CIRMA at 
roughly $1.5 million, which is a rough figure on what we pay. He noted that 
CIRMA offers North Haven a tremendous amount of resources in terms of 
training, development, awareness, workmen’s comp, and preventative 
measures. Therefore, if North Haven stays on with CIRMA he would like to 
utilize the many resources they have to work with our people in North Haven 
and our department heads, and minimize the claims moving forward in the 
future by a greater level of education and awareness. This may help to reduce 
the premium amount in future years. He said that it has already started and 
several of our departments are already utilizing CIRMA from a resource 
standpoint. He wants to maximize our exposure with the intention of reducing 
the $1.5 million to $1 million annually, that represents a $500,000 savings that 
drops right back to the bottom line.  

 
8. Deficit Mitigation Program: 
Mr. Freda stated that there was a Department Head Meeting and is pleased to 
announced that they are all working collaboratively together on a deficit 
mitigation program, designed to balance the budget by June 30th. He will 
provide a progress update at the next Board of Finance meeting later in the 
month. 

 
That concluded Mr. Freda’s PowerPoint presentation. 
 
 



There was no Correspondence to report on. 
 
Mr. Freda asked to briefly suspend the order of the agenda in fairness to the 
guests from the US Postal Service, to allow them to present at this time. 
Selectmen Doheny and Fontana agreed.  
 
At this time Mr. Freda introduced Mr. Joseph Mulvey, Real Estate Specialist with 
the United States Postal Service, who introduced himself and his colleagues, Tom 
Bresnahan out of the Connecticut District Office, and the local Postmaster, Cathy 
Zief. 
 
Mr. Mulvey explained that the Postal Office, as part of a national effort, regularly 
evaluates its facilities. Advances to mail processing techniques, alternate access, 
declining mail volumes and route consolidations have impacted the amount of 
building space that is needed to efficiently run their business.  
 
There are two postal facilities located in North Haven. One (referred to as their 
main post office) being located at 74 Washington Avenue that houses their 
customer related services (retail operation), and a second facility located at 10 
Middletown Avenue housing carrier and delivery operations. Both facilities have 
excess space. They are both privately owned and their leases will be expiring, and 
they would like to consider combing both operations into one properly sized facility 
located in the central area of town. Mr. Mulvey went on to explain that typically 
they would look at expansion first as an alternative, but they do not believe there 
is sufficient land at the 74 Washington Avenue property to accommodate a 
combined operation. The plan is then to seek alternate existing vacant space, as 
opposed to new construction. Their preferred area is along Washington Avenue. He 
invites public comments will wait 15 days before proceeding. After reviewing any 
public comments he will notify the First Selectman and the Board of their decision 
as to how they will proceed and will post the notification in the lobby of the post 
office. Anyone objecting to that decision will have a 30 day right to appeal. He  
looks forward to working in partnership with the community and finding a new 
location to better serve the community and Postal Service. 
 
Mr. Freda then stated that it will ultimately be Mr. Mulvey’s decision along with 
the United States Postal Service. We have presented them with three options; 
northern Washington Avenue, the old Walgreens facility located at the end of the 
Stop and Shop Plaza and before the Luciani Plaza , and the Plaza located near 
Town Fair Tire and Crickets. He is encouraging anyone in town to call him or Joe 
with any vacancies. Mr. Freda mentioned that an original thought was that the 
Post Office would consider Northern Washington Avenue and that would help jump 
start some economic development in that area, but he did hear from some citizens 
that expressed some concern that moving a mile or two up the road may be too out 
of the way for some of our citizens who enjoy it in the central business district. Mr. 
Freda would consider either way but wants to make sure that we consider all 
opportunities and recognized that ultimately it is the Post Office’s decision. 
 
Mr. Freda entertained a motion to open to the floor for discussion with Mr. Mulvey. 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes,  Fontana – yes 
 
Ann DeMatteo, New Haven Register, asked to clarify if the decision would be made 



in 15 days. Mr. Mulvey replied that they are presenting at this meeting and that 
their preferred area would be in the central district along Washington Avenue, and 
if there are any public comments relative to that, they would be looking to receive 
those comments over the next 15 day time period. Mr. Mulvey explained that their 
process would be to go to public advertisement to search for space, but they would 
not do that for at least 45 to 60 days from tonight. 
 
Gary Amato, 27 Pool Road, asked if there would be any cost to the town. Mr. 
Mulvey replied no.  
 
Florence Sinow, 18 Maple Avenue, asked if the Post Office would be in a leased 
building? Mr. Mulvey replied that the first choice would be to go into privately 
owned property with a leasing arrangement. 
 
Ms. Sletten, then spoke that it would be ideal to keep the location near the center 
of town. Mrs. Stankowicz stated that it may be a cost saving idea to have it located 
in a shopping center, which would be convenient to be able to do your shopping 
and handle your postal needs at the same time. 
 
Gary Amato asked why wouldn’t the Post Office make a deal to stay at its present 
location on Washington Avenue and utilize the property of the adjacent bank. He 
feels it is a landmark in town. 
 
Mr. Mulvey noted that there is excess space in both locations and they want to 
right size their facility for efficiency and less cost to the Postal Service. They want 
to combine both locations and that they do not feel that the land area at 74 
Washington Avenue can accommodate that. 
 
Mr. Freda explained that years ago the retail and trucking aspects of the Postal 
Service where in one location on Washington Avenue and some time ago the Postal 
Service separated trucking from retail and now it makes sense for them to combine 
them back in a better suited facility. 
 
Ann DeMatteo, New Haven Register, inquired to the time frame. Mr Mulvey 
explained that the two leases will be expiring within two year time and they are 
committed to getting something done within that time frame, but they are not 
committed to waiting for the actual expiration of the leases and would like to move 
forward at this time. Therefore, after a comment period they would make a decision 
and after an appeal period, should anyone object to that decision then they would 
go to advertisement – being about a  45-60 day time frame 
 
Mr. Gambardella suggested that the Broadway area be considered. Mr. Freda 
replied that there is a requirement of 100 parking spaces. 
 
Mr. Katz, stated that the area is getting congested with traffic and if you add 
trucks to that it will difficult traveling from Rt. 22 to 91. Bob Johnson, supported 
Mr. Katz. does not support those opinions. Ms. Sletten inquired if in fact the 
Middletown Carrier operations will be combined, and how many employees, Mr. 
Mulvey replied about 40. 
 
Mrs. Feinberg, how much space do they actually need? Mr. Mulvey responded 



6,500 net interior square feet and 100 parking spaces equating approximately to 
an acre and a half of land but that does not take into account any zoning 
requirements in North Haven, and it would have to meet those. 
 
Mr. Johnson asked how many trucks once consolidated, and Mr. Mulvey replied 
28. 
 
Mr. Heinig asked if the post office has looked into the two locations across the 
street, and do they meet the requirements? Mr. Mulvey replied that they did a 
cursory review, however, they are a government agency and they are required to go 
through the pre process first, and did not contact any property owners at this time. 
 
Mrs. Feinberg asked if the parking could be shared. Mr. Mulvey responded that 
employee and truck parking could not, but customer parking could be shared 
jointly if in a shopping center, but they would want to be sure there was sufficient 
parking available to their patrons.   
 
Mr. Mulvey could not answer the question asked if the postal facility would need to 
be gated as it is currently on Middletown Avenue. Mr. Katz then asked how many 
employees, non delivering; Ms. Zeif responded approximately 10 employees during 
the day, and the carriers for a few hours during the day. Mr. Katz noted that would 
required about 70 employee parking spaces leaving approximately 30 for patrons. 
Mr. Mulvey noted that was correct.  
 
Mr. John’s asked if they would need loading docks and Mr. Mulvey replied yes. Ms. 
Yarbrough asked about keeping the employee parking behind the facility, Mr. 
Mulvey noted that they don’t have a specific property but would indeed want to 
keep the employee parking away from the front doors.  
 
It was mentioned that during the day while the carriers are out with the trucks, 
that will create additional parking opportunities. Also asked was if the former Stop 
and Shop area has been looked at, Mr. Freda responded that it would be worth 
checking into. 
 
Mr. Freda thanked the Postal Service representatives. 
 
Ethics Board Update: 
 
Mr. Freda advised that the local newspapers have been advertising for candidates 
to send resumes to Town Hall to apply for the positions to sit on the Board of 
Ethics. Mr. Freda noted that he was giving both Mr. Fontana and Mr. Doheny the 
resumes currently received for the Board and asking them to review them between 
now and the next meeting. He also advised that we will be contacting the 
newspapers and asking them to cease with the advertisements, and thinks there 
will be more resumes still coming in. Mr. Freda noted that a decision will be made 
at the next Board of Selectmen Meeting on the first Thursday in February. Mr. 
Freda advised that the town website has the accurate and current Code of Ethics 
posted. The language has been looked at and it is noted that there may be 
restrictions for some people who may want to come off of one board to participate 
on the Ethics Board.  Also, in fairness to both Mr. Fontana and Mr. Doheny, and 
because resumes are still coming in, he wanted to give them the courtesy to review 



them. Mr. Freda then asked if either Mr. Fontana or Mr. Doheny know of anyone 
that they would like to have posted, they would be more than happy to entertain 
any opportunities they see. Mr. Freda stated that this would be addressed at the 
next meeting. 
 
Inland Wetlands Alternate Appointments: 
 
Mr. Fontana moved to the appointment of two alternates to the Inland and 
Wetlands Commission, and thanked Mr. Freda and Mr. Doheny for their 
collaborative effort.  
 
Mr. Fontana nominated and made a motion for the appointment to the position of 
alternate to the Inland and Wetlands Commission, Ms. Pam Sletten, 9 Frost Drive, 
to serve a four year term to expire 12/31/2013. 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes 
 
Mr. Doheny noted that there was an additional alternate position on the Inland 
and Wetlands Commission and made a motion to appoint Mr. Steve Miller, 5 
Round Hill Road, to fill the vacancy with a term to expire 12/31/2011. 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes 
 
 
Resignations: 
 
Mr. Freda noted that he received two letters of resignation from the following:  
 
Richard E. Wilson (R), 45 Summer Lane, from the Parks & Recreation Commission, 
term to expire 12/31/11 
 
Resignation of Patricia A. Brown (D), 49 Garfield Avenue, from the North Haven 
Board of Finance, term to expire 12/01/11 
 
 

Mr. Fontana thanked Ms. Brown for her service on the Board of Finance having 
served on the Board for eight years himself, he knows how important the work is 
and thanked her for her effort. He then moved to appoint Mr. William C. Kohlhepp, 
9 Eleanor Road, to serve the un-expired remainder of her term. Mr. Kohlhepp’s 
resume and qualifications were discussed by Mr. Fontana and Mr. Doheny. 
 
Mr. Freda made a motion to accept Mr. Fontana’s recommendation to make Mr. 
Kohlhepp a member of the Board of Finance term to expire 12/01/11. 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes  
 

Mr. Doheny noted that at the last meeting someone was appointed to fill the 
remainder of Mr. Wilson’s term because it was known that he had tendered his 
resignation, but the Board did not have his letter and the position has been filled. 
 
Mr. Freda stated that resume of Michael Pepe that was missing from the last 
meeting is contained in the packet this evening. 
 

 
 



Resolutions  
 

Mr. Freda explained the nature of the first resolution involved the refinancing of 
the bonds as previously discussed, in terms of refinancing approximately $5.2 
million dollars worth of bond debt, designed to save North Haven over a 13 year 
period approximately $30,000 a year.  
 
Mr. Fontana asked if the $30,000 would not be earmarked, but rather go into the 
Town’s General Fund, and Mr. Freda confirmed. 
 
Mr. Doheny mentioned that on or about May of last year a presentation was made 
to the Board of Selectmen and Finance on refinancing the bonds, and was 
approved. However, the market may have changed and rates may have moved 
against the town, so they did not go forward with the refinancing at that time.  
 
(A) RESOLVED: That the Board of Selectmen authorizes the issuance and sale of 
Town of North Haven General Obligation Refunding Bonds not to exceed $6 
million, authorizing combining into one issue and making determinations with the 
refunding bonds and other authorized but unissued bonds of the Town, 
authorizing agreements for the investment of refunding escrow and its 
reinvestment over its term. 
 
Mr. Freda made a motion to accept aforementioned Resolution 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes 
 
A copy of the complete Refunding Resolution is attached and made a part of these 
minutes. 
 
Mr. Freda asked Ed Swinkoski to explain the additional resolutions. Mr. Swinkoski 
stated that we acquired four vehicles for the Police Department through TD 
Equipment Finance Company at a rate of about 3.97% over a three year period. 
The second lease is for two Public Works vehicles which will have snow plow 
packages attached to them and that will have a seven year lease that is roughly 
4.5% interest over the seven year period through Kansas State Bank of Manhattan. 
 
Mr. Freda stated that the $387,000 for the acquisition for the lease of said 
equipment on Resolution B is over a seven year period. The lease process began 
approximately three or four months ago and Mr. Freda sees it as a carry over, and 
the lease interest rates average about 4% and he is not a big proponent of leasing 
because the Town cannot make 4% on our money in North Haven. The interest 
that we accrue is about a half a percent. So although the payments are extended 
over a period of time, Mr. Freda is not certain about the feasibility of leasing for the 
future and feels there are some downsides. On the upside, argument may be that 
there is less cash paid upfront, but the Town is paying more over the long term 
because the average rate is about 4%, and in a declining market we are making 
about a half percent interest. Discussions will be continuing regarding what will be 
done in the future. 
 
Mr. Fontana noted that he assumes the Town needs these vehicles and he tends to 
agree that leasing is not the preferred option, but understands that it is the 
determination that it is the best option given where we are right now.   



 
Mr. Freda stated that because it started three or four months ago, it is the only 
option we have right now. 
 
Mr. Swinkoski noted that the amount that we were allocated in the budget for the 
current year was just enough for the lease payments for one year.  
 
Mr. Freda noted that was a key point. Mr. Doheny stated that the leases were in 
the budget last year, so we are not approving any new dollars. All we are really 
doing is passing the resolution so that we may sign the documents for these 
vehicles.  
 
Mr. Swinkoski noted that in the budget for the Police vehicles we have $36,000 
and $45,000 for the Public Works trucks.  
 
Mr. Freda noted two points. One that he, Chief DiCarlo, and Mr. Swinkoski are 
meeting with an auction company and as we bring these four police cruisers into 
the fleet, there will be police cruisers exiting out of the fleet. So we are trying to 
maximize how much value we can get on a resale of the cars that are going out of 
the fleet.  
 
The second point Mr. Freda made was that we have a lot of expertise among our 
citizens, and it was recommended to him today by a citizen that we have an 
opportunity on future vehicles, particularly in Public Works, to do some things 
with the State. To look at auctions where there may be vehicles with less than 
100,000 miles that are good functional vehicles that can last for a number of 
years, that we may be able to get for a lesser cost. Mr. Freda will be looking at what 
available resources there are versus buying brand new vehicles.  
 
(B) RESOLVED: That the Board of Selectmen authorize the lease financing of  
police cruisers by the Town of North Haven and the expenditure of lease 
financing proceeds in an amount not to exceed $87,755 for the acquisition of 
said vehicles. 
 
Mr. Freda made a motion to accept aforementioned Resolution 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes 

 
A copy of the complete Resolution and the lease documents are attached and made 
a part of these minutes. 

 
(C) RESOLVED: that the Board of Selectmen authorize the lease financing of snow 
plows by the Town of North Haven and the expenditure of lease financing proceeds 
in an amount not to exceed $387,000 for the acquisition of said equipment. 
 
Mr. Freda made a motion to accept aforementioned Resolution 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes 
 
 
A copy of the complete Resolution and the lease documents are attached and made 
a part of these minutes. 
 
 



Property Tax Refunds 
 
Mr. Freda made a motion to approve the following property tax refunds: 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes  
 
Toyota Motor Credit Corp, Box 105386, Atlanta, GA 30348, in the amount of 
$99.72, and in the amount of $157.99; Total amount $257.71 
 
Anthony R. Carbone, 24 Hansen Farm Road, North Haven, CT 06473, in the 
amount of $18.41 
 
Rosalie & James R. Laczak, Sr., 107 Spring Road, North Haven, CT 06473 in the 
amount of $91.58, and in the amount of $96.52, and in the amount of $86.10, and 
in the amount of 76.32, and in the amount of $70.50; Total amount $421.02 
 
Nissan Infiniti LT, Box 650214, Dallas, TX 75265, in the amount of $79.40, and in 
the amount of $53.06, and in the amount of $82.54, and in the amount of $92.82, 
and in the amount of $172.37, and in the amount of $238.25, and in the amount 
of $215.71, and in the amount of $285.26, and in the amount of $71.90, and in 
the amount of $39.99; Total amount $1,331.30 
 
VW Credit Leasing LTD, 1401 Franklin Blvd, Libertyville, IL 60048, in the amount 
of $224.70, and in the amount of $71.42; Total amount $296.12 
 
Thomas R Kusmit, 14 Dover Road, North Haven, CT 06473, in the amount of 
$209.86 
 
Edart Leasing Co LLC, PO Box 234, Hartford, CT 06141, in the amount of $124.58, 
in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount of 
$87.89, and in the amount of $87.89, and in the amount of $87.89, and in the 
amount of $62.92, and in the amount of $30.29, and in the amount of $163.54, 
and in the amount of $151.86, and in the amount of $43.81, and in the amount of 
$84.20, and in the amount of $253.59, and in the amount of $126.80, and in the 
amount of $126.80, and in the amount of $198.27, and in the amount of $198.27, 
and in the amount of $43.81, and in the amount of $249.90, and in the amount of 
$124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in the 
amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, 
and in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount 
of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $124.58, and in 
the amount of $249.90, and in the amount of $249.90, and in the amount of 
$124.58, and in the amount of $249.90, and in the amount of $249.90, and in the 
amount of $124.58, and in the amount of $249.90, and in the amount of $124.58, 
and in the amount of $69.35, and in the amount of $28.45, and in the amount of 
$239.68, and in the amount of $109.79, and in the amount of $320.87, and in the 
amount of $239.68, and in the amount of $236.09, and in the amount of $84.20, 
and in the amount of $84.20, and in the amount of $84.20, and in the amount of 
$84.20, and in the amount of $84.20, and in the amount of $84.20, and in the 
amount of $84.20, and in the amount of $84.20, and in the amount of $158.32, 
and in the amount of $105.14, and in the amount of $105.14, and in the amount 
of $105.14, and in the amount of $105.14, and in the amount of $158.32, and in 
the amount of $158.32, and in the amount of $105.14, and in the amount of 



$158.32, and in the amount of $265.91, and in the amount of $222.05, and in the 
amount of $110.69, and in the amount of $333.42, and in the amount of $333.42, 
and in the amount of $110.69, and in the amount of $166.71, and in the amount 
of $158.32, and in the amount of $91.95, and in the amount of $6.85, and in the 
amount of $437.50; Total amount $10,679.09  
 
Enterprise Rent a Car, 17210 S Main Street, Gardena, CA 90247, in the amount of 
$103.48 
 
DCFS, 2050 Roanoke Road, West Lake, TX 76262, in the amount of $100.94, and 
$20.10, and $23.30, and $59.41, and $21.98; Total amount $225.73 
 
Susan or Kenneth Ritter, 511 Elm St U 12-1, North Haven, CT 06473, in the 
amount of $140.01 
 
Ryder Truck Rental Inc, 99 Murphy Road, Hartford, CT 06114-2104, in the 
amount of $114.63, and in the amount of $76.26, and in the amount of $87.51, 
and in the amount of $100.97; Total amount $ $379.37 
 
 
Bond Releases/Reduction 
 
Mr. Doheny made a motion to approve the following Bond Release/Reductions. 
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes  
 
Stratton Properties, LLC, 511 Quinnipiac Avenue, North Haven, CT 06473, Release 
of balance in the amount of $5,000.00 with the recommendation of the Planning & 
Zoning Commission 
 
David Karas, 11 Peck Street, North Haven, CT 06473, Total Release of $25,000.00, 
with the recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
Thos. P. Morrone – Donald H. Brown, 5 St. John Street, North Haven, CT 06473 
Release of balance in the amount of $2,500.00, with the recommendation of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
Robert Rebeschi, 36 Nettleton Avenue, North Haven, CT 06473 Total Release of 
$7,500.00 with the recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
Area Cooperative Educational Services (ACES), 295 Mill Road, North Haven, CT 
06473 Total Release in the amount of $150,000.00 with the recommendation of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
Luciani Realty (CT School of dog Grooming), 117 Washington Avenue, North 
Haven, CT 06473, Total Release in the amount of $8,000.00 with the 
recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission 
 
 
Mr. Freda announced that the next meeting of the Board of Selectmen is scheduled 
for Thursday, February 4th, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library Community Room. 
 



 
The Board entertained comments from the public. 
 
 
Irene Salman, 27 Drazen Drive, inquired about an update on the Senior Center. 
 
Mr. Freda advised that there were several delays, and Public Works Department is 
working on them. Mr. Freda is pushing for a date and hoping that it can be 
completed by February 1st. 
 
Mr. Freda commented on no longer have dates elapse without receiving updates 
prior to the expected date of completion date. They will be working hard to 
coordinate and mange communication ahead of time on all projects. 
 
A resident asked when will they be moving the generator. Ms. Sadosky stated that 
it had been moved earlier in the day. 
 
Mr. Gary Amato, 27 Pool Road, stated that with regard to Mr. Freda’s zero 
tolerance for corruption, would Mr. Freda be speaking out, or constructing a letter 
against the Ierardi’s request for accelerated rehabilitation. Mr. Freda stated that on 
behalf of North Haven, we are opposing accelerated rehabilitation. 
 
Pam Sletten, 9 Frost Drive, thanked the people who supported her and is happy to 
be an alternate on the Inland Wetlands Commission.  She appreciated the 
cooperation that led to her appointment as an alternate. She knows that Mr. Freda 
would like to make a strong and professional Inland Wetlands Commission, and 
she hopes that the Town will help support the new commissioners to go to the DEP 
training. As well as the staff being able to go to the Land Use Leadership Alliance 
Training sponsored by the PACE University School of Law Land Use Center, which 
would not incur any cost to the Town.  
 
Ms. Sletten continued on to say that she is happy with her decision to stay on the 
commission, and thanked Mr. Trojanowski for his apology and support, and after 
speaking with him understood that his intentions did not come across at the last 
meeting. Ms. Sletten continued to discuss her hope that everyone will work 
together for the benefit of the Town. 
 
Mr. Leiserson, 15 Cella Terrace, entered into a discussion regarding the last 
meeting held on the 28th of December and his disturbance regarding the 
conversations as they related to Ms. Sletten’s appointment to the Inland Wetlands 
Commission.  
 
Mr. Freda stated that he has had several nice conversations with Ms. Sletten 
following that meeting, and she had given him some goods ideas on what to do in 
the future for other boards, and has worked out a compromise for Ms. Sletten. 
 
Mr. Leiserson and Mr. Freda continued to discuss the issue.  
 
Chris Peterson, 100 State Street, commented that he believes there is a time and 
place for everything, and supports the Board of Selectmen’s Meeting. He feels that 
some people may consider using other avenues for ongoing issues, such as 



personal phone call, meeting, email, blog, etc. He continued with comments 
regarding the appropriateness of the public comment portion of the meetings. 
 
He posed a question to the Board regarding the article that appeared in the Citizen 
regarding the building inspection situation, and would there be any action taken 
by the administration regarding paid administrative leave for individuals named in 
the state investigation. 
 
Mr. Freda replied that he is working closely with the State Attorney’s office and 
State Building Officials, and is going to be cautious with his comments on this 
subject.  
 
Gary Amato, 27 Pool Road, voiced concerns regarding Mr. Freda’s mention of an 
individuals name at the last Board Meeting. 
 
Mr. Freda replied that he has made a commitment not to bring up any names from 
this point forward, and a discussion ensued.  
 
Mr. Amato wanted to clarify that Mr. Freda was the first person to contact the 
State Attorney’s office. Mr. Freda confirmed that on his third day on the job he 
called the State Attorney’s office as a responsibility to the Town. A discussion 
followed. 
 
Michael Mele, 109 Maple Avenue, he has heard in the last several meetings 
reference to the last two years of the previous administration. He wanted to clarify 
one point; one of the main persons being investigated is centered around an 
individual that has been around for longer than two years and not technically 
inherited from the last administration. 
 
Sherman Katz, Sherwood Drive, stated that ideally it would be good to close the 
$1.4 million budget gap, using economies, and budget planning, etc. However, we 
also have alternatives, such as borrowing money, use the unfunded fund balance, 
or imposing a special tax on the tax payers of North Haven to obtain additional 
funds to help close the gap, and asked what the feelings of the Board would be 
with respect to those items. 
 
Mr. Freda replied that he would avoid that at all costs, and mentioned that we are 
working with the Department Heads, we have a deficit mitigation plan that we are 
moving forward with and the intention is to balance the budget without the 
alternatives mentioned by Mr. Katz. Mr. Freda went on to discuss the Town 
Charter, along with additional comments by Mr. Doheny. 
 
Gerry Feinberg, 34 Brockett Farm Road, stated that he was pleased that Mr. Freda 
was committed to being more cautious about speaking to matters that affect the 
Town of North Haven of a legal nature. Mr. Feinberg went on to speak about his 
disturbance regarding the article he read in the Register concerning Ms. Sletten. 
He also felt that Mr. Freda should reveal who he spoke with that complained to 
him regarding the Inland and Wetlands Commission, and his feelings why this was 
important.  
 
Mr. Freda responded that back in April he met with approximately 45 businesses 



at a Business Economic Forum at the Holiday Inn. One of the things he heard was 
the bureaucratic tendencies of the Inland and Wetlands, and the subject came up 
that with those tendencies, businesses may look to leave the Town. Mr. Freda feels 
he has an obligation to both the environmental side and the business side. His 
conclusion was to develop a more balanced perspective on Boards. Mr. Freda 
believes it is important to have balanced Boards and continued his discussion to 
this point. 
 
Gary Amato, asked Mr. Freda if he was aware that he filed a complaint against a 
New York citizen, who is the daughter of a Town official with regard to election 
fraud. Mr. Freda responded he was not. 
 
A question regarding the status of the Burns and Gomez case was posed. Mr. 
Freda summarized that they are still pending and has been looking to engage 
CIRMA and is working to minimize the legal fees. The case is pending is and 
moving from the former attorney to the new Town attorney and will need to be 
addressed very soon. 
 
Mrs. Florence Sinow, Maple Avenue, stated that she is very pleased with the recent 
meetings and the way that the Selectmen are all working together. She was also 
disappointed with some of the individuals who spoke this evening and their 
comments and insinuations. She looks forward to coming back to the next 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Freda asked if there were any more questions, hearing none and seeing none 
Mr. Freda moved for adjournment at 8:46 p.m.   
Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


























































































	Property Tax Refunds
	Bond Releases/Reduction
	Voted: Freda – yes, Doheny – yes, Fontana – yes

