
Cemetery Commission      October 13, 2010   
 
 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the North Haven Cemetery Commission held at 7:00 
P.M., on Wednesday, October 13, 2010, at the North Haven Town Hall. 
 
Members Present: Ms. Gambardella, Dr. Rita Landino, Rev. Scott Morrow, Mr. Michael Freda 
 
Members Absent: Ms. Julia Pohoda, Ms. Lynn Fredricksen 
 
Also Present: Edward J. Swinkoski, Director of Finance/Administration 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Ms. Gambardella. 
 
The following materials were either mailed out to members prior to the meeting or distributed 
at this time: 
 
1.   Agenda October 7, 2010 
2. Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on  July 14, 2010 
3. 1st Quarter Reports FYE 2011 
  
MINUTES 
 
After a brief discussion of the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on July 14, 2010, Dr. 
Landino moved their acceptance, seconded by Rev. Morrow. 
 
VOTE:  All in favor. 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS  

 
H.S. PLAUT CEMETERY COMPANY 

Mr. Don Romaniello from H.S. Plaut Company attended the meeting and gave the 
Commission an update.  He said that the communication between North Haven Funeral Home 
and his company has been going well.  He said that they are currently using an upgraded type 
of seed and our bringing in their own topsoil.  He also said that if a monument sinks, falls, or 
shifts, they will repair it.  Rev. Morrow said that he is working with North Haven Funeral 
Home in preparing a list of burials from December 2009-March 2010 the transition period 
before Plaut took over from Christiansen. 
 
Mr. Freda asked Mr. Romaniello the best practices for flags at cemeteries.  Mr. Romaniello 
said that flags should be taken down after two weeks.  The Commission discussed working 
with the American Legion and the Boy Scouts to make sure that the flags are removed after 
two weeks and brought to the American Legion for disposal. 
 

 
MCC – NEW CENTER CEMETERY 

Work at the New Center Cemetery has been completed.    A final report with before and after 
photos will be available in a few weeks and will be forwarded to the Commission members.  
MCC strongly advised that the Town limit the automobile traffic in the back lanes because the 
corners are too tight for cars and have caused significant damage to adjacent stones. 
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Further discussion followed concerning the closure of roads in the north section of the New 
Center Cemetery. 
 
Rev Morrow then moved that the Commission approve the closure of roads in the north 
section of the New Center Cemetery pending review by North Haven Funeral Home and H.S. 
Plaut. 
 
VOTE:  All 
 
Rev. Morrow then began a discussion concerning snow plowing at the cemeteries.  
Commission members agreed that snow plowing should be limited to protect the stones from 
further damage. 
 
Rev. Morrow then made a motion that the Commission approves a study of the impact of 
snow plowing of cemeteries this winter to determine if the Commission should limit 
snowplowing in the future. 
 
VOTE:  All 
 
Mr. Freda suggested to the Commission that we make these changes gradually and that we 
make the public more aware of the conditions at the cemeteries.  He said that he would bring 
these issues up at the Board of Selectmen meetings. 
 

 
EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT 

Rev. Morrow met with Taylor Jacobs about his Eagle Scout Project.  Taylor has decided to do 
a brochure with a map of the ancient cemetery.  The brochure will be available at the 
Historical Society and Library.  Mr. Freda suggested that we invite him to come to Town Hall 
and have a local newspaper do an article about him.  Rev. Morrow thought it was an excellent 
idea and said he would work with Mr. Freda to coordinate. 
 

 
OTHER 

Dr. Landino asked what the status was of the draft cemetery rules and regulations. A draft will 
be submitted to the Town Attorney before the January meeting. 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS  

 
1st QTR 2011 REPORTS 

The reports were presented by Mr. Swinkoski and after a brief discussion Rev. Morrow 
moved that the reports be accepted as presented. 
 
Seconded by, Dr. Landino. 
 
VOTE:  All in favor. 
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OTHER 

Mr. Freda commended the Commission for their progress and said that they were on the right 
track by being proactive. 
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Commission at this time Ms. Gambardella 
moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:50 P.M. 
 
Seconded by, Dr. Landino. 
 
VOTE:  All in favor. 
 
Next meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2011. 
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