
North Haven Clean Energy Task Force 

Minutes 

May 9, 2011 

 

Present: Hugh Davis, Sarah Baird, Caroline Dumont, Kenny Foscue, Maurice Lipson, 
Mary Mahon, Letty McPhedran, Diantha Thorpe  

The meeting was opened at 7:05pm 

June 13th will be the next meeting of the Task Force. 

Letty, Kenny and Hugh met with Mr. Freda on 4/29 to follow up on the letter sent 
earlier from the Task Force.  A main purpose of the meeting was to encourage Mr. 
Freda to appoint a town staff person to be an energy liaison or point of contact for 
clean energy opportunities.  They discussed the DCS Energy Company proposal to 
install 4-9 kilowatt panels provided through U.S. Stimulus monies. Mr. Freda is 
interested in helping the town to benefit from this opportunity and supports the 
idea of helping North Haven to become increasingly energy independent and 
efficient through the usage of clean energy. Mr. Freda met with members of the 
Board of Education who support efforts to increase the number of solar panels on 
the High School in order to increase energy independence and decrease energy 
costs. The application for the panels through DCS is now in Freda’s hands. Letty will 
call his office to encourage the immediate completion of the application. Thanks to 
the previous inspection and recommendation from town engineers, it is known that 
the High School roof is capable of supporting up to a 10 KW array. The Clean Energy 
Task Force Board would like to encourage the Town of North Haven and specifically 
the Board of Education to make it a priority that new roofs are structurally capable 
of supporting solar arrays going forward.  

Kenny noted that the town is getting an intern who hopefully will act as a liaison 
between the task force and the town, although Mr. Freda has not committed to this 
idea.  This intern is an undergraduate student from Quinnipiac and it is noted that 
this intern is not the same as the EPA intern whom North Haven will share with 
Wethersfield for nine weeks beginning in early July during the benchmarking 
processes. 

The discussion was continued about trying to get 2-3 other towns to work with 
North Haven to hire an Energy Manager. The role of the Energy Manager would be 
to do further benchmarking, energy audits and evaluations of town energy needs 
and clean energy projects.  Letty will write a follow-up letter to Mr. Freda, reviewing 
the meeting discussion and decisions. 

On May 17th, Project Green from the High School and members of the Clean Energy 
Task Force will work at the various polling places to encourage town residents to 



sign up for the clean energy options.  Since school is in session on May 17th , Project 
Green students will first attend classes before going to polling places after 2pm. 
Task Force members will secure all sign ups at the end of the evening and bring 
them to the next meeting. Sarah suggested encouraging the Project Green students 
to compete to see which polling station is able to get the most sign-ups. The Task 
Force discussed giving a small token reward to the most productive Project Green 
team.  Sarah will contact Anthony Giordano about this idea. Kenny will email 
Anthony his promotional posters with photos from the solar installation.   

Diantha will contact Sheri Borelli again to continue the discussion about having a 
North Haven Green Energy Business Forum. Hugh noted that it is essential that we 
utilize her excellent contacts in the business community. CEF and the Energy 
Efficiency Group will be invited as will United Illuminating and The Chamber of 
Commerce to the upcoming Green Energy Business Forum (this was not set up yet, 
just the idea was discussed).  Businesses will be encouraged to investigate and 
adopt clean energy measures in order to reduce business costs in the long run and 
to create greater energy independence. Covidien may be invited to discuss their 
energy saving measures.  Kenny will follow up with Covidien regarding their energy 
saving measures to find out whether the Town can get Clean Energy points from 
their improvements.  

Hugh emailed Bob Wall at CEF and Community Energy to follow up on the 
November sign-ups that continue to be missing from North Haven’s overall tally of 
households. Mark Garrett of Community Energy assured Hugh in a letter dated 
5/4/11 that the matter would be corrected shortly and that the $700 owed to 
NHCETF will be addressed immediately. Hugh calculates that North Haven has more 
than 400 sign-ups rather than the 338 currently recorded.   

Letty reported that she filled out a Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection (DEEP) questionnaire and one sent by Roger Smith from the Clean Water 
Action group. 

Hugh reported that CEF will be changing their 20% by 2010 to 30% by 2015. North 
Haven will need to be in compliance by 2015 to get more solar panels after 2015. All 
task force members agreed that the task force needs more members to continue to 
expand the clean energy message and sign up more households and businesses.  

  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20. 
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