
North Haven Clean Energy Task Force Minutes July 9, 2012 

Present: Hugh Davis, Caroline Dumont, Letty McPhedran    

The meeting was opened at 7:10 and the minutes were approved with thanks to Kenny. 

Next Meeting 
The TF will not meet in August.  The next meeting is Monday September 10, at 7pm at the 
Rec Center. 

Recycling Center 
With four volunteers at the Recycling Center June 23, in shifts, one sign-up was obtained. 

Community Energy and the TF Accounts 
We have $1760.  in the TF account. Roxanne Bouchard of the Finance Dept. says the last time 
Community Energy paid us was Sept. 2011, so they owe us at least $560.  Mark Garrett has left 
Community Energy and Meg Denny, his boss, is following up on this and will inform Hugh.  
Our check to Anthony Giordano’s Project Green was lost in the mail and has now been resent. 

Training Town Employees and Auditing a Town Building 
In May Letty  had sent Ed Swindowski Roger Smith’s rundown on who might do training for 
town employees in energy efficiency and she reported on a recent conversation with Ed.   He 
said he was working on getting someone to train town employees.  He is also supervising the 
installation of several town gas boilers to replace oil fired boilers.  This is a major project and he 
said too much was happening to consider the audit of a town building right now.  Letty will try to 
line up someone who will fully explain audits to Mr. Freda and Mr. Swinkowski and she will 
contact them about these issues in the Fall. 

DCS Energy  
Mary and Hugh went to the Board of Selectmen Meeting July 5 but Roseann Imlej was unable to 
be there to present what DCS Energy  might offer to the town.The next Selectmen’s meeting has 
been rescheduled from August 2 to August 9 at 7pm at the library. The TF should be 
represented there. DCS Energy is on the agenda. 
 
Workshop and Movie 
Caroline will email Justin Haaheim of Clean Water Action about doing an October Saturday 
workshop here on the Energy Savings Performance Contracting (ESPC), a provision of CT 
Public Act 11-80.  Our regional workshop will help get the surrounding towns on board with the 
new state requirements.        

 And hopefully, in late October or November the Conservation Commission will show “Journey 
of the Universe”  at NHHS on a weekday night, with a panel to discuss it and our TF will co-
sponsor it. 

Meetings with Mr. Freda 
Diantha suggested last month that we meet with  First Selectman Freda regularly and we agreed 
meetings should be every 3-4 months. 



Grants and Municipal Energy Plan 
Hugh handed out a Municipal Energy Management Planning Guide, available at the UI website  
for all TF members to look at. In order to get a Bright Idea Grant of   $10,000 we need a 
municipal energy plan and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with CEFIA among other 
things. As for other grants, a SEED grant offers  $250- 500  and a GROW grant offers $1000-
3500. We could perhaps use a GROW grant  to develop an energy plan, by getting a skilled 
forestry student, or other person, (for the small stipend this grant would offer) to work with the 
town officials to develop a plan.  Hugh will invite Sheri Borrelli of UI to our Sept. meeting to 
help us envision how this could work.  Although several towns could share an energy manager, 
we cannot share making a municipal energy plan with another town. Letty has printed out two 
CT municipal energy plans which she will share with Hugh and should be passed to other 
members. TF members could also find town energy plans online.  They are comprehensive. 
Attention Kenny and Sarah: We’re asking if you two could work together to apply for a 
GROW grant that would pay for someone who would write an energy plan with help from 
us, the town, and Sheri Borrelli.  The deadlines are Sept 15 and March 15.  The site for 
information is  http://grassrootsfund.org/grants/   Some of  the grants available to us are 
updated at http://bit.ly/ctenvfundingguide which can be found at 
http://cleanwater.org/ct/muni  

Respectfully submitted, 

Letty McPhedran 
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