North Haven Clean Energy Task Force Meeting Minutes (Draft)
Monday, June 9, 2014
7-9:00 pm, North Haven Recreation Center

Task Force Members in Attendance: Sarah Baird, Hugh Davis, Carolyn Dumont, Kenny Foscue, Letty McPhedran, and David
Cooper.
Minutes taken by David Cooper

1) HES Campaign: Will Fogel of NextStep Living was present to report on the progress of the program. He indicated that
scheduled visits and sign-ups were strong during the previous month. During the past eight days, Will reported there
were 158 scheduled visits and on the previous Saturday, 42% signed up. Will indicated that 75 visits were completed to
date and there are 80 visits scheduled. In response to a question regarding the target population, Will indicated that one-
third of the population of the town is targeted.

Canvassers visit homes with name badges identifying them as official recruiters for the North Haven campaign. The Task
Force has recommended that the Sarah Foundation receive bonus funds resulting from the successful campaign. The
Sarah Foundation will receive a grant of $2,200 through HES campaign sign ups.

Will reported that NextStep Living is working with Clean Water Action on advertising. A newspaper article will be written
for publication on tax day. The tax day promotion will emphasize lowering the cost of living. Will indicated that the

North Haven campaign shows a normal successful response. Regarding campaign sign-up tables, Will reported that Big Y
Staples, and the Flea Market are expected to sign on.

Letty reported that the Middle School referendum vote would take place on June 17. The HES campaign will have a table
on that date and the response is expected to be high in that Tuesday, the last full day of school. Caroline stated that
these numbers only represent the successes of NextStep Living. The numbers do not include the sign-ups reported by
Lantern Energy. Letty stated that the campaign letter only went to the first one-third of the town’s residents that use oil.
She expects that subsequent campaigns will target the next one-third of the town’s residential homes that use oil.



3)

Kenny indicated that he would reach out to Richard LoPresti who said that he would contact North Haven Public TV to
further advertise the program.

Will wants to reach out to folks who have had HES assessments, seek their testimonials, and ask them to put signs on
their lawns indicating that they have had HES successes. Will stated that the town agreed to put signs on town property;
one already agreed to place in front of town hall, and NextStep Living will ask to put one in front of the pool at the Rec
Center.

Kenny asked Will about the number of jobs that have been created for canvassers, auditors, and installers. Will indicated
that NextStep Living began operations in Connecticut with ten employees. This number, Will stated, has increased to
over forty employees in the New Haven region alone. Letty showed an article written by Melissa Everett that was
published in the North Haven Post. Letty asked whether Sarah called Roger Smith or Melissa Everett regarding a
conference call. Arrangements have yet to be made.

CEFIA Credits: Hugh indicated that he has been communicating with Bob Wall and with Robert Schmidt on how the Task
Force can earn Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority (CEFIA) credits. He questions the operation of the
system that enables the Task Force to earn points. Hugh wants to clarify how we spend the money in the North Haven
Task Force’s clean energy fund account? Hugh said that the Task Force earned the original 4 kws panels three years ago.
Since then the Task Force has earned 6 kws worth of panels of which 2 kws have not been redeemed. Sarah explained
how to earn points; three points for each installation, five points for each solar hot water system financed by CEFIA, ¥
point for each signup. She said this is all described on the EnergizeCT.com website. Hugh will follow up with CEFIA on
clarifying the record keeping for the points system.

Resources and Opportunities: The discussion turned to the availability of municipal resources for clean energy projects.
David alerted the Task Force to the existence of the Sustainable Energy Projects Fund (SEFP). This fund allows investors
to make tax-free investments in municipal non-profit clean energy projects.

Regarding the HES program, the discussion turned to how one-third of the houses can’t participate in the program
because of problems in residences such as the existence of asbestos and mold.
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Community Solar was discussed as a raised item that was defeated in the General Assembly’s energy legislation this
session. The group indicated interest in pursuing legislation to enable Community Solar in the next legislative session.
David reported that Community Solar exists in western states, such as Colorado, and that Community Solar has been
legislatively authorized to comprise up to 14% of the energy generated in the State of Vermont. In Vermont community
solar can be organized through the creation of small utility companies or the creation of solar cooperatives. Community
Solar has been legislated in neighboring Massachusetts where these projects have begun.

Community Solar projects allow persons that live in apartments and condominiums, or in homes not suitable for solar
panel installation, to take advantage of publicly available clean energy incentive programs. This type of program allows
persons to install in a solar farm the number of solar panels for which they would otherwise be eligible to receive
incentives and to reduce or receive credits for energy produced on their utility bills through virtual net metering. (See
attachments on Vermont and Massachusetts community solar.)

Natural Gas Pipelines and High Voltage Transmission Lines from Quebec: Kenny raised the question of the number of
jobs to be created by the natural gas pipelines being designed and installed mandated by Connecticut legislation, and the
number of jobs to be created by the proposed high voltage transmission lines proposed to bring hydroelectric power
from Northern Quebec to Connecticut. No one knew the answer. David offered news that the New York Public Services
Commission proposed a new paradigm for supplying power in New York State, an approach already endorsed by
Governor Cuomo. This new approach envisions Con Edison to become the “traffic cop” directing energy where needed
from hundreds if not thousands of locally distributed clean and renewable energy installations. Since New York State is
its own energy regulator, it can implement this new small clean energy utilities based power system. (California and
Texas are the two other states that regulate their own utilities. Connecticut joins the other New England states in joint
energy regulation.)

David shared information on the debate regarding the need for the installation of natural gas and high voltage power
lines in Connecticut. He shared information from the Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) on their challenge to the

need for such expensive and potentially unnecessary installations. The CLF contends that the need for the installations
are based only on research conducted by utility companies. They believe that independent studies are needed to justify
the need and the expense of the installations. Following the lead provided by New York State, David stated that a much
greater number of small clean and renewable energy utilities could provide the energy we need and greatly increase the
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number of jobs in the workforce. (The Conservations Law Foundation publication is attached for the Task Force’s
information.)

The Development of Early College High School Programs: Regarding workforce development, David also shared news
that New York State will be launching 16 “middle colleges” in the fall based on a successful 6 year model that has been
developing over the past several years involving Hudson Valley Community College and The City of Ballston Spa, and at
other locations around the country. This model provides instruction in clean energy technologies, environmental
stewardship, and sustainability. Other programs in New York State will focus on IT, health occupations, and new
technically oriented manufacturing fields from ninth grade through the first two years of college. Hudson Valley
Community College hosts the Solar Instructor’s Training Network (SITN), funded by the US Department of Energy that
supports 25 solar training programs at community colleges in New York and New England. This network also supports
solar programs at three community colleges in Connecticut, including the one at Gateway Community College. In
Connecticut, Governor Malloy embraced the early college high school model and working with the Connecticut State
University system initiated the first early college academy program at Norwalk Community College that will focus on
STEM opportunities. This program begins in the fall with 100 students from the Norwalk public schools. The North Haven
campus of Gateway Community College, given the solar and automotive labs, may represent a unique opportunity for an
early high school college program. (Attached are several articles that describe the developments in this arena.)

Healthy communities was mentioned as an interest of Annie Harper at Yale’s Office of Sustainability.

Spending Money Earned Through HES Sign Ups: Hugh indicated that soon after June 1, 2014, a check in the amount of
$250 was sent to Patrice Gillispie of 3 Degrees. Hugh indicated that now the account has $1,601.25. There were questions
and discussion of how the Task Force can spend this money. Hugh said that he would ask Roger Smith what we can use
the money for and how can we gift money to Project Green at North Haven High School.

Benchmarking of Municipal Buildings: Sarah and Caroline Met with Amy Thompson to discuss the work of the summer
intern from the University of New Haven, Robin Willick, who is continuing the work of benchmarking municipal buildings.
They reviewed Adam Siperli’s report and stated that North Haven cannot be eligible for an energy star rating until the
benchmarking of 27 facilities are up to date. They continue to work on the data entry to bring up to date the benchmarks
on the town buildings. They reported that Mike Ducette helped to review bills from UI. They will work with Phil Diane,
the town’s director of buildings and grounds, and with the superintendent of schools, Robert Cronin, on this project.



9)

Energy Manager: Caroline said she would call will Phil Diane to find out if an energy manager was hired by schools.

Portfolio Manager Program: Training was provided by Linda Darveau of the Environmental Protection Agency on the use
of the Portfolio Manager Program that took place in one of the North Haven High School’s computer labs. Sarah and
Caroline weren’t clear on what the outcomes would be for the student who participated in the training since they
probably would not be working on the data collection in the North Haven Town Hall.

Caroline and Sarah recommended that benchmarking responsibilities should be placed on a town hall employee’s job
description. They reported that the Portfolio Manager Program is valuable and is free.

Solar Challenge: There was a brief discussion of the Solarize CT program. This is a CT Green Bank program that requires
buy-in and sign up on the part of the town.

New CT Recycling Law: Connecticut’s new recycling law was discussed. David indicated that the new law would increase
recycling from 30 to 70% over the next ten years. At present, Connecticut burns and exports the great majority of its
waste.

Dates for the Task Force’s meetings will be placed on the Town Calendar.

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.



