Approved Meeting Minutes

Middle School Building Committee Meeting

May 19, 2014 - 8:15 am
BOE Conference Room, 3" Floor Annex Building
5 Linsley Street, North Haven, CT

Committee Members in Attendance:

Goldie Adele, Miriam Brody , Michael Brandt, Lou Coppola, Sr., Gary Johns (committee chairman), David Mikos, Bruce
Morris , Walter Nester, Jr., Joseph Porto, Michelle Spader (committee secretary), Dyann Vissicchio (committee vice-
chair)

Absent: None

Others in Attendance: Dr. Robert Cronin, Phil Diana, Attorney Jeff Donofrio, Fritz Morris of Perkins Eastman, and Phil
Piazza

Meeting called to order by Chairman Johns at 8:15 am.

Motion made by Bruce Morris to approve the meeting minutes from the May 12, 2014 meeting. It was seconded by
Walter Nester and unanimously passed.

Old Business:

The Board of Education met on Thursday, May 15 and approved the schematic design and budget for the middle school
project. Wednesday, May 21 the Board of Finance will vote on the appropriation for the project. Then, the Board of
Selectman will refer the matter to a town meeting, scheduled for June 3.

Dave Mikos informed the committee that he will be making a statement to the Board of Finance in regards to the
proposed second question for the referendum. This question pertains to the additional expenditures for field needs that
had no programmatic ties to the middle school project. Michelle Spader questioned whether Mikos will be making this
statement on behalf of the committee or as an individual. Gary Johns said it had nothing to do with the building
committee and Mikos confirmed it would be a personal statement.

New Business:

Mike Brandt stated that there were no emails submitted to the committee via nhmsproject@gmail.com.

Sub-Committee Reports:
Safety & Security —

The subcommittee briefly discussed the possibility of re-opening Anthony Rd. The chief of police wanted to look over
the project plans more closely before this was discussed any further. There was also discussion regarding widening
Bailey Rd to three lanes of traffic with 2 lanes for incoming traffic in order to take the traffic from morning drop-off, off
the roadway.



Marketing —

The committee has been working with the police department to make sure there is parking available for voters during
the evening of the referendum, since there is a concert on the green that night.

The committee discussed sending “Save the Date” flyers to the sports teams to distribute to their players.

Mark McCarthy, an architect with Perkins Eastman and Phil Piazza were interviewed for a half hour segment regarding
the project. It will be shown on NHTV. The interview was done by students in Justin Falcon’s media class at the high
school. The students asked the questions and ran the cameras. They are now editing and will hopefully provide a rough
cut of the video by the end of the week.

Walter Nester looked into having literature promoting the June 17, 2014 referendum inserted in the local papers. He
investigated the North Haven Courier and the North Haven Citizen, which are both mailed to residents. He also inquired
with The Advisor, which is hand delivered. The cost to print 30,000 glossy pieces and insert them into the three
aforementioned papers is $3240. This will also allow for approximately 2,000 additional copies to be utilized for hand
distribution. Nester added that some of these publications require the literature in their possession two weeks prior to
the actual insertion date. Distribution would be targeted for the week before the referendum (week of June 9, 2014).

Two additional roadshow presentations will be added at the Montowese Fire House and the library. The dates will be
finalized next week.

Michelle Spader thought it was important that residents send Letters to the Editor regarding the referendum. Mr. Piazza
mentioned it to his PTA and Dr. Cronin said he has an upcoming meeting with PTA presidents, and he will mention it to
them also. Dyann Vissicchio thought it would be helpful if current middle school students were to come to upcoming
Board of Selectman or Board of Finance meetings and comment, since it could be impactful coming from the students
who currently endure the conditions at the middle school.

While the committee cannot take a “vote yes” position, there are outside parties interested in phone banking. Mr.
Piazza questioned what PTA’s are allowed to do. Attorney Donofrio said PTA’s cannot advocate for the passage or
defeat of the referendum, so it has to be purely a “get out the vote” effort. Those on the committee or working for the
town are not prohibited from telling people to vote yes. It is the expenditure of public funds or the rendering of in-kind
services by public officials that is regulated. There is nothing wrong with handing someone a “Mark the Date” flyer for
the referendum, but asking for their support of the project. Since there is a concert on the green the night of the
referendum, any posters placed on the green that are paid for by the town, must not advocate a position. However,
anyone handing out the neutral flyers can ask someone to “vote yes”. Members of the committee said they would pass
out flyers at the Memorial Day parade on Saturday, May 24.

Mike Brandt asked about having unofficial checkers. The committee is going to explore that option. The marketing
committee also plans to have “Get Out the Vote” posters and sandwich boards placed in schools, the library and at busy
intersections around town, which typically advertise sports registrations.

There was a motion to adjourn at 9:10 am by Bruce Morris, seconded by Lou Coppola and unanimously passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Spader

Committee Secretary



